
IWB Option A 

Markbands 

HLB SLB/ 

HLA 

SLA 

Descriptor 

0 0 0 Investigation has not reached level 1. 

N/A N/A 1–4 Presents art from different cultures and/or times, and rarely 
considers it for its function and/or significance. 

Demonstrates the development of few skills, techniques and 
processes when making and describing images and artifacts. 

Demonstrates few investigative strategies into visual qualities, 
ideas and their contexts, and these lack organization and focus. 

Demonstrates little depth and/or breadth through a very poor 
development of ideas. 

Demonstrates little use of the specialist vocabulary of visual arts. 
Uses a limited range of sources and acknowledges them 

inadequately. 
Presents little of the work effectively and/or creatively and 

demonstrates little critical observation. 
Presents little relationship between investigation and studio. 

N/A 1–4 5–8 Presents and describes art from different cultures and times, and 
sometimes considers it for its function and/or significance. 

Demonstrates the development of a limited number of effective 
skills, techniques and processes when making and describing images and 
artifacts. 

Demonstrates investigative strategies into visual qualities, ideas 
and their contexts that lack organization and/or focus. 

Demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth through a poor 

development of ideas. 
Demonstrates limited and/or generally inaccurate use of the 

specialist vocabulary of visual arts. 
Uses a limited range of sources and acknowledges them 

inadequately. 
Presents a limited amount of the work effectively and/or creatively 

and demonstrates limited critical observation. 
Presents a limited relationship between investigation and studio.  

1–4 5–8 9–12 1. Presents, describes and sometimes analyses art from different 
cultures and times, and sometimes considers it for its function and 
significance. 

2. Demonstrates the development of some effective skills, techniques 
and processes when making and describing and/or analysing 
images and artifacts. 

3. Demonstrates some organized and focused investigative strategies 
into visual qualities, ideas and their contexts. 

4. Demonstrates, at times, emerging depth and/or breadth through a 
mediocre development of ideas and few explained connections 
between the work and that of others. 

5. Demonstrates mediocre and sometimes inaccurate use of the 
specialist vocabulary of visual arts. 

6. Uses a range of sources and acknowledges them properly most of 
the time. 

7. Presents some of the work fairly effectively and/or creatively and 
demonstrates some emerging critical observation. 

8. Presents a developing relationship between investigation and 
studio.  



5–8 9–12 13–16 1. Considers, describes, analyses and compares satisfactorily art 
from different cultures and times, and considers it for its function 
and significance satisfactorily most of the time. 

2. Demonstrates the development of mostly effective skills, 
techniques and processes when making and analysing images and 
artifacts. 

3. Demonstrates organized and mostly focused investigative 
strategies into visual qualities, ideas and their contexts. 

4. Demonstrates satisfactory depth and breadth through some 
successful development of ideas and some explained connections 
between the work and that of others. 

5. Demonstrates satisfactory and generally accurate use of the 
specialist vocabulary of visual arts. 

6. Uses a range of sources and acknowledges them properly. 

7. Presents some of the work effectively and creatively and 
demonstrates some satisfactory critical observation and reflection. 

8. Presents a reasonably focused relationship between investigation 
and studio.  

9–12 13–16 17–20 1. Analyses and compares thoughtfully most of the time art from 
different cultures and times, and usually considers it carefully for its 
function and significance. 

2. Demonstrates the development of effective skills, techniques and 
processes when making and analysing images and artifacts. 

3. Demonstrates coherent and focused investigative strategies into 

visual qualities, ideas and their contexts, more than one approach 
towards their study, and some connections between them. 

4. Demonstrates good depth and breadth through a mostly successful 
development of ideas and explained connections between the work 
and that of others. 

5. Demonstrates mostly careful and accurate use of the specialist 
vocabulary of visual arts. 

6. Uses an appropriate range of sources and acknowledges them 

properly. 
7. Presents the work effectively and creatively and demonstrates 

some good critical observation and reflection. 
8. Presents a focused relationship between investigation and studio.  

13–16 17–20 N/A 1. Analyses and compares thoughtfully art from different cultures and 

times, and considers it carefully for its function and significance. 
2. Demonstrates the development of a range of effective skills, 

techniques and processes when making and analysing images and 
artifacts. 

3. Demonstrates coherent, focused and individual investigative 
strategies into visual qualities, ideas and their contexts, a range of 
different approaches towards their study, and some informed 
connections between them. 

4. Demonstrates very good depth and breadth through a successful 

development and synthesis of ideas and well-explained 
connections between the work and that of others. 

5. Demonstrates mostly effective and accurate use of the specialist 
vocabulary of visual arts. 

6. Uses an appropriate range of sources and acknowledges them 
properly. 

7. Presents the work effectively and creatively and demonstrates 
some thoughtful critical observation, reflection and discrimination. 

8. Presents a clear relationship between investigation and studio. 

17–20 N/A N/A Analyses and compares perceptively art from different cultures and 
times, and considers it thoughtfully for its function and significance. 

Demonstrates the development of an appropriate range of effective 



Studio: option A 

(External assessment) 

These markbands are concerned with the student's ability to create personally relevant artworks. These 
artworks should show exploration of ideas that reflect cultural and historical awareness. These should also 
demonstrate technical competence and artistic qualities that challenge and extend personal boundaries. 

Please refer to “Choice of media” in the “Syllabus details” section for information regarding students’ 

experience in a variety of media. 

The markbands for HLA (left-hand column) and SLA (right-hand column) are differentiated. 

Markbands 
HLA 

Descriptor Markbands 
SLA 

0 Studio has not reached level 1. 0 

N/A Exhibits limited technical skills and/or personal involvement. 
Shows little evidence of development of ideas. 

1–4 

1–4 Exhibits mediocre understanding of the ideas and techniques that 

underpin artistic expression. 
Demonstrates an attempt to produce some personally relevant artworks 

that show some exploration of ideas reflecting cultural and historical awareness 
and artistic qualities. 

Shows the beginnings of development of the use of materials but ideas 
remain unresolved. 

Displays mediocre technical competence. 

5–8 

5–8 1. Exhibits satisfactory understanding of the ideas and techniques that 
underpin artistic expression. 

2. Demonstrates the production of personally relevant artworks that show 
satisfactory exploration of ideas reflecting cultural and historical 
awareness and artistic qualities. 

3. Shows development of ideas. 

4. Displays a developing sensitivity to materials and their use, resulting in a 
partial resolution of ideas and medium. 

5. Displays satisfactory technical competence. 

9–12 

9–12 1. Exhibits good understanding of the ideas and techniques that underpin 
artistic expression. 

2. Demonstrates the production of personally relevant artworks that show 
good exploration of ideas reflecting cultural and historical awareness and 

13–16 

skills, techniques and processes when making and analysing images and 
artifacts. 

Demonstrates coherent, focused and individual investigative 
strategies into visual qualities, ideas and their contexts, an appropriate 
range of different approaches towards their study, and some fresh 

connections between them. 
Demonstrates considerable depth and breadth through the 

successful development and synthesis of ideas and thoroughly explained 
connections between the work and that of others. 

Demonstrates effective and accurate use of the specialist 
vocabulary of visual arts. 

Uses an appropriate range of sources and acknowledges them 
properly. 

Presents the work effectively and creatively and demonstrates 
effective critical observation, reflection and discrimination. 

Presents a close relationship between investigation and studio. 



artistic qualities. 
3. Shows development of ideas and strategies for expression. 
4. Displays sensitivity to materials and their use. The work has been 

reviewed and modified as it has progressed, resulting in an increasingly 
informed resolution of ideas and medium. 

5. Displays good technical competence. 
6. Demonstrates an emerging confidence. 
7. Shows self-direction and an increasingly independent judgment. 

13–16 1. Exhibits very good understanding of the ideas and techniques that 
underpin artistic expression. 

2. Consistently demonstrates the production of personally relevant artworks 
that show very good exploration of ideas reflecting cultural and historical 
awareness and artistic qualities. 

3. Shows thoughtful development of ideas and strategies for expression. 
4. Displays sensitivity to materials and their use. The collection of work has 

been reviewed, modified and refined as it has progressed, resulting in an 
informed resolution of ideas and medium. 

5. Displays very good technical competence. 

6. Demonstrates confidence and inventiveness. 
7. Shows self-direction and independent judgment. 

17–20 

17–20 1. Exhibits excellent understanding of the ideas and techniques that 
underpin artistic expression. 

2. Consistently demonstrates the production of personally relevant artworks 

that show excellent exploration of ideas reflecting cultural and historical 
awareness and artistic qualities. 

3. Shows thoughtful development of ideas and strategies for expression. 
4. Displays sensitivity to materials and their use. The coherent body of 

work has been reviewed, modified and refined as it has progressed, 
resulting in an accomplished resolution of ideas and medium. 

5. Displays excellent technical competence. 
6. Demonstrates confidence and inventiveness. 

7. Shows an informed, reflective judgment that challenges and extends 
personal boundaries. 

 


